
Discovering Christ’s Supremacy in Colossians
(Pastor Mike Wilsbach, CC St Petersburg)

      Every one of Paul’s epistles carries a dominant theme.
In Colossians, it is the absolute supremacy and sufficiency
of Christ which came alive for me in Moshi, Tanzania. I
taught Colossians and 1 Thessalonians to the Certificate in
Church Planting class #27 with Intensive Care Ministries
(ICM)–Africa.
     My week began on Sunday, when I was invited to preach
at a Swahili-speaking church through an interpreter. The
worship was pure and unguarded; the entire congregation
sang to the Lord with one voice. At the close of the service,
the pastor asked me to pray for the church and its
members, an honor that set a tone of mutual
encouragement for the days ahead.
     The next day, Pastor Jim guided us to the Meru campus,
where we met Pastor Loth and several members of his
congregation. Their evident love for God and deep faith in
Jesus were both humbling and energizing. Encounters like
these reminded me that the gospel’s power is not confined
by language, place, or culture.
     Most of my time was spent teaching verse by verse via
the inductive Bible study method, walking students
carefully through Colossians and 1 Thessalonians. Their
eagerness was unmistakable. They leaned into Paul’s
pastoral heart for these churches and dug into the text to
uncover the riches of God’s Word. They asked thoughtful,
probing questions about doctrine, discipleship, and
ministry practice. I was grateful to share personal
experiences that helped connect biblical truths

to everyday leadership and church planting.   I was equally
encouraged by the ICM instructors and staff. Their
faithfulness to Scripture was evident not only in their
teaching, but also in the hunger they’ve cultivated in their
students. The result was a classroom alive with discovery,
prayer, and practical application.
     As often happens when we go to bless others, I left
feeling deeply blessed myself. Though I arrived hoping to
serve and encourage through God’s Word, I departed with
great joy, grateful to have played even a small part in the
formation of these future church planters. In Moshi, the
message of Colossians—Christ is enough, and Christ is
supreme—moved from the page into lived reality,
shaping hearts, strengthening leaders, and pointing us all
back to Jesus.

Bwana Yesu Asifiwe (Praise the Lord Jesus)
(Pastor Niles Parker, CC St Petersburg)

     This past month, I had the privilege of traveling to
Moshi, Tanzania, with Intensive Care Ministries (ICM),
serving alongside Jim and Janice Larson as part of their
Bible training ministry. Our mission was simple but
significant: to strengthen pastors and ministry leaders in
God’s Word so they can continue strengthening the
Church across East Africa.
     From the very first session, the eagerness of the
students was unmistakable. They leaned forward in their
seats, Bibles open, pens moving constantly. Their desire
to understand Scripture—not just for themselves, but for
the sake of their congregations—was both humbling and
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thankfulness for ICM and how it will have a lasting impact
for them and for generations to come in Africa.
     As I returned home, my heart was full. I went to
Tanzania hoping to teach and encourage, but I left
strengthened in my own faith—reminded again that the
Word of God bears fruit wherever it is planted. ICM is
equipping faithful leaders who will go on to equip many
others, multiplying gospel impact far beyond what any of
us could accomplish alone.
     Please join me in praying that God continues to raise up
pastors and church planters across East Africa who love His
Word and boldly proclaim the name of Jesus.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

●Praise that the 4th session in Liberia went very well. They will graduate in 2026.
●Pray for Tanzania over the next few months as they are experiencing political unrest due to

recent presidential elections. May they all remain safe, and may the Lord provide a way for
peace and righteousness to permeate the country.

●Pray for our time in the US from December through February as we visit family and churches,
and pray for the ICM-A team as they carry on without us.

●Continue to pray for the Lord to be working in the hearts of those He is calling to join us in this
work across Africa and other parts of the world.
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