
HEEDING GOD’S CALL



When we read Psalm 119, we are touched by its
profound descriptions of the majesty and manifold
blessings of God’s Word. The psalmist worships God by
extolling the great virtues of His Holy Scriptures…
delighting in them; receiving clear spiritual vision
through them; being revived by them; experiencing
contentment and comfort from them; and finding God’s
way by following their light. He even calls God’s statutes
his songs! When is the last time we sang about our
current laws?!

We have given our life in East Africa to teaching and
living out God’s Word among His people—young and old,
and everyone in between. Though our primary work is
among the pastors and bishops the Lord has called to
shepherd His flock, we are also mindful of the other
ministry opportunities Hebrings our way. He often uses
them to minister to us, to develop, mold, and shape us
into better ministers whom He uses to His glory.

Foremost among these other ministry opportunities
is our work with children and youth. Young people
represent the future of East Africa, so it is important we
teach them how to think inductively and test everything
in life against the unchanging, inerrant,  authoritative,
and sufficient truths of God’s Word.  It is never too early
to begin the process of helping them develop a biblical
worldview through understanding and applying
scriptural truths to their lives. The development of
biblical ideas creates the foundation for biblical
decisions, which leads to biblical actions.  As we near the
end of another fruitful year of children’s and youth
ministry, let us recap a few highlights to God’s glory.

“Train up a child in the way he should go,
And when he is old he will not depart from it.”

Proverbs 22:6

Our Eden Garden Secondary School (EGSS) Sunday
church service encompassed a study in Galatians.  EGSS
is a private education trust that conducts primary school
(elementary grades) and secondary school (combined
middle and high school) at two separate campuses, both
in a Christian environment.  Since it provides a high
quality English-speaking education, many non-Christians
also attend.  We are in our third year of ministry there
which has 140 boarding school students. Last year we
transitioned from a once per week religion class to a full
church service on Sundays.  Students get to see and
experience Inductive Bible Study (IBS) in the context of
expositional preaching through books of the Bible.

For each school term, this is their church away from
home. Student leaders provide order and assistance on
Sunday in the same way elders and deacons serve in a
church. We see spiritual growth and fruit from this
service as many of the youth are hungry and thirsty for
God’s Word taught in God’s way.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, For they shall be filled.”

Matthew 5:6

One of the students, Ebeneza, joined us 2 years ago
at the beginning of his Junior year. Prior to that, he was
clearly headed down the wrong path.  He was sent to
Eden Garden in a last-ditch effort to change his life.  The
methodical study in Galatians this year seemed to really
turn him around. Even though we were not aware of his
troubled past, we could really see a change in him and
allowed him to serve as a student leader.  His academics
were stellar…this month he graduated as the top student
in his grade within the entire school district.  His life goal
is to become a minister. Please pray for him to be a
mighty and Godly leader!

Bottom Left: EGSS students on Sunday morning.
Below:  Ebeneza leading graduation ceremonies with

a message from the Bible.



Our main church, The Ship, is going through a verse-
by-verse study of Romans.  Janice has been conducting a
parallel study of Romans in Sunday School with 20-25
elementary-age students (above).  She has been applying
some of the systematic theology coursework she gained
at Moody Theological Seminary with her young students,
and they are showing an amazing grasp of important
spiritual concepts that will serve them the rest of their
lives.  You can peek into her classroom and see terms like
justification, sanctification, glorification, salvation, end
times, and evangelism written in large letters on the
board. Amazing! She was even invited by one of her
students to present biblical beliefs at the International
School of Moshi this year and was able to share the
gospel with about 40 6th graders.

In addition, we serve as chaplains for a Christian-
based program that teaches post-secondary school
students college preparatory and life skills. It is called
Training for Life (TFL) and has two 3.5 month sessions
each year (photo at right). We conduct a church service
with these students every Sunday evening, where we
challenge them to live out their faith.  Two students in
the last class received Christ as their Lord and Savior and
are now walking with Him.

As many of you know, sports ministry can be an
effective way to reach young people with the gospel.
Many attributes of the Christian life are lived out on the
field of play: hard work, fair play, devotion, honesty, and
teamwork to name a few. Jim has coached senior co-ed
Ultimate Frisbee at the International School of Moshi for
3 years.  This is a secular institution that allows us to
coach, so we must be careful in how we model Christ.
There are 32 players from all backgrounds and skill
levels. Jim has pushed them to excellence and the team
has set its sights on winning the overall trophy at the
end-of-year tournament.

“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to
wrath, but bring them up in the training and

admonition of the Lord.”
Ephesians 6:4

We pray the Lord allows us to continue working with
these groups of young people for years to come, and
that one or more of them will be a tremendous Christian
leaders for Tanzania!



The next generation…


