
     In January of this year, we began conversations with
Iron Sheep Ministries which is based in New York state.
They, along with another church, have been working
with pastors in Malawi for a number of years and
believed it was time to provide them a Bible college
program.  The founder, Dave Bigler, heard about what
we were doing in other African countries and felt that
the ICM expository preaching curriculum was a perfect
fit for the needs there.  After many conference calls, Jim
and Dave met in Malawi in April for one week so Jim
could conduct a basic Inductive Bible Study seminar for
some of the pastors to see if everyone wanted to
commit the next 2 years to the full program.  These guys
are like 2 peas in a pod! LOL  Both are very driven and
organized, wholly committed to equipping the saints, are
long-distance runners, and got along fabulously.  They’re
also highly competitive at games!

     The IBS seminar went well, so they scheduled the first
session for a diploma class of pastors to begin in the
middle of May.  Four weeks later, they both returned
and began teaching the 11-day session together.  Dave
and the students quickly came face to face with the
concept of the word “intensive” in our ministry name.
They were in the classroom before 7:00AM every day
and didn’t finish until 8:30-9:00PM each evening.  The
pastors, especially, were being challenged to think very
differently in regard to studying the Bible and
interpreting it.  Then they were challenged to find an
application, or proper response, to the interpretations
because you can never read God’s Word and come away
unchanged.  One must always ask, “Okay, now what?
How does this impact my life and thinking? What
changes do I need to make?”

     Finally, and probably the toughest part of all for
almost every one of them, was actually planning out a
sermon and writing it down using a proven method.
Then they would have to preach it in front of the other
students each day.  This was foreign to them in so many
ways, and they resisted for a while.  They weren’t used
to having someone hold them accountable–that
“whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not
to men…” But by the end of the 11 days, you could see
changes beginning to occur, and there was actual
appreciation for these 2 men pouring so much of
themselves into helping them become men worthy of
the call. Jim will return in September with one of our
Tanzanian teachers to conduct the second session.

Intensive Care Ministries-Africa
Breaking Ground in Malawi

The pastors were very happy on the
last day of class!
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verse through Acts.
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teacher writes on
the board, they

must write in their
notebooks!
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PRAYER REQUESTS
●Praise that Jim returned from completing diploma classes in both Liberia and South Sudan last
month.  He will have just a few days off before we return to the US and begin visiting churches and
family there.

● Pray for the ICM-Africa staff while we are in the US this month and next.  They have 14 sessions to
conduct while we are away, which is the most they have ever done in our absence! Pray for their
health, traveling safety, and for their spiritual protection while doing the Lord’s work.

● Please pray for our small non-denominational, English church in Tanzania.  It needs a full-time pastor,
but we are even praying the Lord might stir the heart of someone who could come and fill in even for
30 days at a time.
●Pray for us as we travel during July from Tanzania to Florida, then Virginia, then back to Florida.

IN MEMORIAM
PASTOR THEOFILO S. MBISE

     Life can be very challenging and surprising.  In April,
one of our staff members was in a bad bus accident
while traveling to a campus. Those incidents do not
usually have a good outcome, yet he walked away
unscathed.  We were all very grateful.

     In May, another of our instructors went to the
hospital for what we have been told was a fairly simple
procedure. It was successful, but he passed away in the
next 24 hours for unknown reasons.

      Theofilo was an accomplished man with a degree in
engineering and fluent in English. It wasn’t until later in
his life that the Lord called him to the ministry.  He had
a Bible degree from his denomination’s seminary, and
was a well-loved pastor of a large church.

     He had been a diploma instructor with ICM for only 2
years, but he was scheduled to begin traveling with Jim
to other countries this month since he was one of only 3
instructors who could teach in English.

     Theofilo was 68 years old and leaves behind a wife,
several adult children, and a couple of grandchildren.
Over half our staff attended the all-day service for him,
as well as some of his students. Please remember them
and us in your prayers as we try to fill the void he left.


