
     As the Apostle Paul faced a time of extended,
frustrating hardship he wrote in Philippians 1:21: “For to
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” And, though we
as believers mourn the loss of a loved one or close friend
as those with eternal hope, it still does not make it easy
for those who are left to grieve when a person they care
about deeply unexpectedly departs this life to be with
the Lord.
     We reflect on words unsaid and things not
accomplished with them. If we only had a few extra
moments of close fellowship to share with them, or if
only we had one more opportunity to serve side by side
as co-workers for Christ. If only…

     And so were—and still are—our feelings when Pastor
Edmond Shao, a beloved member of ICM-Africa’s family
for almost 15 years, went home to the Lord on March 30,
2026. He had struggled with high blood pressure and
diabetes in the last several years. He suffered a
hemorrhagic stroke in mid-March while Jim was in
Liberia. Janice and some of our staff visited him and his
family almost daily for 2 weeks while he was comatose in
the ICU. He hung on until Jim returned and was able to
visit him in the hospital.  Jim spoke to him as if he could
hear and comprehend everything, telling him of the great
graduation they just had and that all the students prayed
for his recovery. He then passed a few hours later.

     Because he was
one of our few
English-speaking
instructors, he
traveled often with
Jim as we began
works in other
countries. He had
been a regular in
South Sudan, Liberia,
and Malawi and
students really
appreciated him.  As
we attended
Edmond’s funeral and
reflected on his amazing life lived, we realized that in his
59 ½ years on earth, he made a significant impact
wherever he went. He changed the lives of those he met;
that was his nature and way.
     We had so many firsts with Edmond. He was the first
Tanzanian pastor that we met after we arrived here in
May 2011. We conducted our first Inductive Bible Study
seminar at his church, and it was the first church at
which Jim preached. Edmond even attended our very
first Pastoral Training Center class back in November
2012 and one of our first Bible college diploma classes.
He went on to become one of our first instructors and
served faithfully in that capacity for almost 6 years.
Faithfulness, trustworthiness, diligence, humility, service,
wisdom, good order, and love for Christ and others
defined his life. No one was better at applying Biblical
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truths to his life and nor better at helping others do the
same. There was not a more loyal and resolute ICM
instructor than Edmond. He set a high standard and
provided a true example of what it means to serve with ICM-
Africa. We can say fondly that he put the intense into
Intensive Care Ministries, and it was a true joy to serve with
him. We will let various pictures testify to an amazing life
lived and a precious life shared with others.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
●We will be in the US for the summer, visiting churches, conducting IBS seminars both in the US
and in Peru, and spending some time with family.

 June 4-7, Ft Worth TX (family visit)
 June 12-14, IBS Seminar, Calvary Chapel Ft Walton Beach FL
 June 15-19, Ft Walton Beach FL (family visit)
 June 19-21, IBS Seminar, The Gathering, Ft Walton Beach FL
 June 26-28, IBS Seminar, Calvary Chapel Asheville NC
 June 24-30, Asheville NC (family visit)

●Please pray for the ICM-Africa staff as they continue working tirelessly without us to conduct
all the college sessions. May they remain healthy and strong/courageous in the Word.


