
     The message of Ecclesiastes chapter 3 is that God
providentially provides natural laws that bring order and
harmony to our world. Without them life would be
chaotic and confused–extremely difficult if not
impossible. And not only has God brought order to the
world, but to our lives also.
     Two years ago, we marked May 2024 on our calendar,
knowing this would be the month we would hold our
first graduation for pastors in South Sudan. Planning for
11 different Bible college sites in 5 countries compels us
to plan at least that far in advance!
     We started with just a classroom and 20 students
who had to sleep on the floor of the local church. Two
years later we ended with 16 students in a brand new
facility. Tragically, one of the missing students had
passed away due to a sudden illness and another was
severely injured in a motorcycle accident that required
extensive surgeries and months of recuperation. The
injured student is looking forward to rejoining a
subsequent class.

     Speaking of the new campus, a very interesting thing
happened for our final session. The 105–108 degree
daily temperatures drove the students to sleep outside
on the ground where they felt much more comfortable
in the cool evening air–even with mosquitos–rather than
in their new dorm rooms! They started on the ground in
the first session, and they finished on the ground!

     There is one thing that we learned very quickly while
working with our ministry partner in South Sudan (In
Deed and Truth Ministries):  most things are done on a
much larger scale because there are few resources in the
region.  So whether it’s spiritual or physical needs, more
people than can be accommodated will come to partake.
The main church is already bursting at the seams with
about 1,500 people attending each Sunday. So when
they announced that graduation would be held during
the normal Sunday church service, we knew this would
be a huge event. Here, people love to celebrate the
accomplishments of others—really celebrate!
     Our typical graduations draw 50-100 people at our
other campuses; this graduation drew 2,000+
enthusiastic people to cheer on family and friends as
they received their diplomas. Not surprisingly, we were
simply not prepared for the celebratory atmosphere that
went on for hours. And we were clearly not ready for the

“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1
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“A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance.”
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PRAYER REQUESTS
● Jim and Pastor BJ will be returning to Liberia this month for another session (1-14 June).  Pray for
their comfort and strength in this environment, as it is very hot and humid there. Also pray for the
students to continue to adapt to the new methods of study and preparation.

● Jim returns to South Sudan to begin the 2nd class of pastors in the diploma program (16-29 June). Pray
for safe travel, good health, and for the instructor-trainees to enbrace their new roles.

● Pray for us as we prepare to return to the US for July and August and report to supporting churches
and visit family.

●Pray for our church as we are reaching out among the local missionary community to find men to fill
the pulpit on Sundays when Jim is traveling and during our time in the US.  And pray for the Lord to

bring us just the right person to fill that role long term.

post-graduation gift-giving that left each student and
instructor tightly wrapped in multiple layers of cultural
blankets and peeking out from under the mountain of all
the other gifts. The 100-degree temperatures quickly felt
like an oven among all the people, the wrappings, and
gifts.
     We thank God for this amazing first class of South
Sudanese pastors who worked very hard and performed

extremely well. After 2 years and more
than 1,100 contact hours, these
dedicated men have become quite
talented at preparing and delivering
Bible-based expository sermons. The
transformation is stunning.
     Our second class begins this month
and will include four graduates of the
first class. They are training to take on
instructor roles after our departure.
Lord willing, graduation will occur in
May 2026.

The graduates with Jim
and Edward.

Enjoying some time together
representing ICM at the celebrations!


