Never Give Up!

“O LORD God of hosts, Who is mighty like You,
O LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.”
Psalm 89:8

What the Lord starts, He always finishes! That’s His
way and His faithfulness. He never gives up on us. How
should this idea inform our approach to ministry? We
don’t quit on a God who will not quit on us!

During times of discouragement and disappointment,
we can look to Jesus for inspiration. As the cross loomed
before Him, Jesus was able to tell the Father, / have
glorified You on the earth. | have finished the work which
You have given Me to do (John 17:4). All of a sudden that
impossible challenge or that heart-breaking defeat
seems like a small speed bump in comparison!

“Being confident of this very thing,
that He who has begun a good work in you will
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
Philippians 1:6
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The graduating students with teachers Jim and Zacharia.

Having just wrapped up our first 2-year diploma class
in Monrovia, Liberia, we can see numerous applications
of this profound truth to what ended up being one of the
most challenging Bible college situations we have ever
faced... anywhere. In our first group of 16 students we
had to turn away 9 as unsuitable. Then another group of
15 yielded only 7 again, leaving us with a combined class
of 14 students. We were so tempted to cancel the work
there—students weren’t enthused and local leaders
were indifferent towards the program. But we
persevered.

In their second session, they continued to struggle
mightily with accepting the ICM way of doing business.
Most had undergraduate degrees and quite a few had
graduate degrees. They could not grasp how this “minor”
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Students splurged and got
matching ICM shirts/hats!
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diploma program (A.A equivalent in the U.S.) could be so
much trouble and work. Why did they have to develop,
write, and preach their own original expository sermons
when they could pull nice sermons off the internet? It
seemed like every day was a battle. Some days, we gave
serious consideration to taking the easy way out by
simply acknowledging that the program was not suitable
for their context. But the Lord never gave us peace about
that idea.

Then something happened during the third session.
Only nine returned, but these men began to catch the
vision. Diligence and humble submission to ICM’s way of
doing business led to a great transformation among the
students. Their written and preached sermons improved
significantly as did their attitude. We finished the session
so encouraged that we arranged to send three of the
students who missed this session to make it up in
Nairobi, Kenya, 4700 miles away. Two of the three were
the top two students in the class. We could not leave
them behind.
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- Pastors Zacharia and Jim proudly leading
i)l these students in their graduation procession.




We saw more of the same transformation in session 4,
even more work, and an even greater positive attitude about
the work. Four instructor-candidates began to emerge, two
from Liberia, one from Sierra Leone, and one from Guinea.
The future of ICM in West Africa resided in three adjoining
countries — what an amazing blessing!

The fifth and final session was the best. The strongest
students helped keep everyone focused on the end goal and
finishing strong, demonstrating the kind of leadership we
would hope to see in more spiritually mature pastors.
Graduation day was joyous for those who persevered. Local
church leaders attended as did the American sponsor. They
got to see and hear heartfelt testimonies from the students.
We were so blessed to see the excitement and enthusiasm
for the program take hold. The future is encouraging for ICM
to continue in West Africa.

We conducted a marriage seminar for
many of the pastors/leaders and their wives
for a couple of days after graduation.
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e Continue to pray for visitors we have coming this month to teach alongside Pastor Jim in the
Bible colleges. Pray for their preparation and for the Lord to prepare their hearts to be blessed.

e Pray for travel we have outside the country 6-15 May...for safe flights and Divine appointments.

e We have 3 graduations this month, plus a marriage seminar. Pray that all students are able to
attend their final session, and for many marriages to be blessed and transformed by God’s Word.

® Pray for safe travel as we return to the US at the end of May for the summer.

e Pray for our English church as we encourage native members to step up and take responsibility for
serving in some key areas to transition ourselves out of doing everything. There is still much
need here if anyone feels called to serve in church ministry.
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