Intensive Care Ministries-Africa

Open My Eyes!

“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous
things from Your law.”
Psalm 118:19

There are many amazing things about God that are
simply beyond our ability to fully comprehend. He is
infinite, we are finite in our ability to grasp some spiritual
things. He is God and we are not!

What is often needed is spiritual sight, a sense that
allows us to see things through God’s eyes. With it, we
are able to accept and apply the transforming truths of
God’s Word, comprehend His perfect plans, and
understand the eternal implications of our
circumstances. We have seen this in the ministry often.

“While we do not look at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the
things which are seen are temporary, but the things

which are not seen are eternal.”
2 Corinthians 4:18

First, some background. All of our programs are
known for their intensity and their demand for hard work
and firm commitment. We have precious little time with
each student and a long road to get them where they
need to be. There is simply no room for reflective
“downtime.” We encourage the students to save that
activity for the bus ride home!

Those seeking a “piece of paper” to hang on their wall
are quickly weeded out. Those seeking to become a
better preacher of God’s Word embrace the hardship
and see it as a necessary component of their spiritual
development. They allow the challenging work
environment to mold and shape them as they strive to
develop the teaching gift the Lord has given them
through His Spirit.

For a typical student, the first reaction we see is
pushback. Their flesh wars against the arduous
assignments and our firm way of doing things. We give
them occasional glimpses of the desired end game, but
not enough so they can develop short cuts and
workarounds. When we perceive that a student has
adjusted their will to get the most out of the program, it
is a beautiful thing to behold. It's even more incredible
when an entire class makes the decision to head down
that road. It is not a frequent occurrence, and it can
easily take a year, if it even happens.

The small class size is actually

encouraging these faithful pastors to
press forward under the tutelage of
pastors Jim and Zacharia.

We were able to experience it firsthand in our
inaugural class at Liberia. The program has been a
struggle there. For our third of five sessions, we lost
three students who had schedule conflicts; that left nine.
Very discouraging, but as the 11-day session progressed,
we began to see wonderful transformations in the nine.
Every morning, they presented their completed sermons
by 8:00AM, and the work was absolutely top notch. They
craved feedback on their preached sermons and made
rapid adjustments as they resolved to improve in their
ability to speak confidently from the podium. It was a
remarkable thing to behold and truly astounding to hear
their creativity and ingenuity at weaving in culturally-
relevant illustrations and examples to amplify their
messages. They were really getting it. Their spiritual
sight had developed to the point where it was allowing
them to accept our teaching and see how the Lord was
using it for their good. That is a thing of beauty!
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PRAYER REQUESTS

® Praise that the Lord brought another couple to us who are willing to provide a generous amount of their time
to help lead our church, beginning in September. Please pray for everyone’s hearts to be open and welcoming
to this transition. There is still a need for musical help and children’s education if anyone feels called.

® Please pray for peace and stability in the country of South Sudan. We had to cancel Jim’s trip there for May,
but he is planning to go in June if the mission there gives the go-ahead.

e We have several graduations this month, and our staff is working all around the country. Pray for their safe

travel and for the Word to go forth straight and true.

o We will be preparing to make another trip to the US for June-August, so pray for our preparations to go well

and for safe travel on May 27-28.
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