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IMANDJANICE.LARSON@GMAIL.COM PO BOX 1870
WWW.JIMANDJANICELARSON.COM MOSHI, TANZANIA

FACEBOOK - JANICE YOUNG LARSON TANZANIA CELL PHONE 011 255 78 454-8658




One of the greatest challenges we face is ensuring our
walk matches our talk--that we live out the same Gospel
we share. Those whom we minister to, and with, must
see our actions and words toward carrying out the vision
for ICM-Tanzania match what we speak and teach. The
vision has both a short-term and long-term aspect.
Teaching pastors how to study the Bible using the
Inductive Bible Study (IBS) method and tools is our day-
to-day work and is accomplished almost entirely by 18
Tanzanian ministers. But in the long term, we seek to
develop and equip pastors to teach the Bible verse by
verse (expositionally) in their churches which is a
significant departure from their current approach. Those
who are willing to work hard to master and use
expositional preaching soon realize its effectiveness and
embrace its use.

“And the things that you have heard from me
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful

men who will be able to teach others also.”
2 Timothy 2:2

As we have seen the fruit of Tanzanian pastors using
expository teaching, we have become firmer in our
resolve to keep this part of the vision focused on pastors
and bishops only. There are a number of sound reasons

for this uncompromising approach: 1.) We have limited
time and financial resources, 2.) We can go deep into the
material with smaller groups, and 3.) We break the cycle
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Walfing in Love

important dynamic. We were reminded of this with one
of our own ministers.

We really enjoy ministering in the Mount Meru area.
The people are wonderfully welcoming, the countryside
is beautiful, and we know we will find cooler
temperatures there when the summer heat overcomes
our hometown. We are very pleased the Lord has
blessed ICM-Tanzania with a number of gifted and
hardworking ministers from Meru. One in particular is
extremely transparent and open with respect to his
feelings toward us. He really strives hard to see into our
hearts, to test in a good way our sincerity and
genuineness.

“The Lord does not see as man sees,
for man looks at the outward appearance,

but the Lord looks at the heart.”
1Samuel 16:7

As we were driving on one of the winding, narrow paths
in Meru we rounded a corner and encountered a young
man on a motorcycle coming straight at us. As the larger
vehicle, we would have been okay to force him to give
way. In fact, it is the expected way to treat these young
men as they show little respect to others when they
drive through the villages. But we pulled over and gave
the man room to pass. Our minister, who is also a pastor
in this area, looked at us and said, “/ can see you really
love the Meru people in how you allowed that young
man to go by us. Most would not do that.” It took some
time to sink in, but then we could see his point. It is not
enough to love in words, but our actions must reflect
love as well.

“Dear children, let us not love with words or
speech but with actions and in truth.”

1John 3:18

Sometime later we were conducting a Level 3 seminar in
Meru and this same minister joined us. Level 3 is for
pastors and overseers only and involves a practical
preaching exercise where each student preaches a 12-13
minute sermon to demonstrate their mastery of the
expository preaching method. A number of people who
were not pastors wanted to attend, and we had to make
the difficult decision to limit the training to pastors only.
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Narrow road in Meru, just wide enough for 1 vehicle

an & Jim with Training Center instructors

We explained to our host that the others could remain in
the back of the church and listen but would not receive
materials nor participate in the practical preaching
exercise. We also explained that he could later teach his
people what we would teach him. | looked at our
minister from Meru and could tell he was not convinced
this was a loving way to treat his clanspeople, but he
knew we would not compromise our approach.

It would be almost a year later when he saw the fruit of
our uncompromising approach for himself. We recently
received four additional Meru pastors onto the ICM-
Tanzania missionary team, one of which will be a training
center instructor. This new instructor had the
opportunity to teach at the Pastoral Training Center
when Pastor Dan Finfrock, ICM Founder and Executive
Director, came to visit. This well-prepared and gifted
instructor’s teaching was superb.

| Below: The full complement of those trained to conduct IBS I
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The original minister from Meru—who is also a training
center instructor—looked on with obvious pride in how
his fellow clan member performed. All he could say was,
“Pastor Jim, now [ truly know you love the Meru people.
ICM has trained many of us and asked us to join your
team. We can take IBS to the rest of Tanzania and show
them the Meru people can teach God’s Word well. We
can do this! Thank you.” We asked him to think back on
how he felt during the Level 3 seminar almost a year
earlier. He remembered and in all sincerity remarked
that he was a little hurt by our response as he could not
fully understand the “why?” of our approach. But he
now saw the wisdom in it. ICM-Tanzania speaks words
of encouragement to pastors that they can teach their
own people—they do not need westerners to do it for
them. Then our actions, though they can seem difficult
to understand at the time, speak to the same idea. He
even quoted 1 John 3:18 in his answer. In so doing he
blessed us by confirming the vision.

Catch up on our personal journey through our website news, and find many more pictures there.

www.JimAndJanicelLarson.com




PICTURE OF THE MONTH
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: ' We were able to
visit the sites of the 7
Churches of Revelation
recently, as well as other
historical Christian sites in
Turkey. Wanted to share a few
pictures here.
Left: This is a view of the well-
preserved Roman Road which
the Apostle Paul walked from
Troas to Assos (Acts 20:13) The
Aegean Sea is in the
background. Paul would have
been able to look out over the
sea as he arrived to meet his
fellow disciples who were
coming by boat to meet him.
Front Cover Top (L to R): Greek
Theatre at Pergamum,
Synagogue at Sardis, Blue
Mosque in Constantinople, and
the Agora at Smyrna.
Front Cover Center: St John's
Church at Philadelphia
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¢ Praise for a restful visit in Oklahoma with Janice’s family and being embraced by their home churchas =
if we belonged there.
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e Thanks for a great time in Greeneville TN with one of our supporting churches and time with our
"‘l, missionary mentors.

¢ Pray for our time with 4 other supporting churches in November, as well as Thanksgiving when all of our
children will be with us in the FL Panhandle. s

e Continue to pray for Tanzania who had national elections Oct 25 and are waiting on results, that the
Lord would keep peace in the land.
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