
Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?
Who may stand in his holy place?

Psalm 24:3



In April of 2017 I got a request from Jim Larson
asking if Fred Fulford and I would consider returning to
Tanzania in November.  We had visited Jim and Janice for
two weeks in 2016.  It was not my first overseas trip, as I
had been on several short-term mission trips before to
Kenya, parts of Asia, and Guatemala and always enjoyed
the culture and the environment.  But I remember that
first day in Tanzania—it was so dry and dusty—I didn't
like the environment at all.  I was asking myself, “Why
did I come here? Was this really the Lord calling me
here? This trip is going to be miserable!” Now they
wanted me to come back.  So why would I do that?

Praise the Lord, I did eventually embrace the dusty
environment, but God had used that initial lack of love
for the environment to allow me to exchange that for a
love for the people, especially the pastors who Jim and
Janice work with.  Jim had told us that when he and
Janice first started the work, he had asked God to bring
humble men of influence–and He had indeed done that.
These Tanzanian pastors truly have a heart to make
disciples and teach the word of God verse by verse.  One
of those men is Pastor Loth.

I had previously read in one of the Larsons’
newsletters about Loth and his vision to build a Bible
college in his home region of Meru; he had used his own
finances—selling land and cattle—to start the
groundwork to make it happen.  In the 2016 visit, I got to
see the vision starting to come together as there was a
classroom and some sleeping quarters already built.  I
also got a special blessing through Loth.  We had done
an outreach at Loth’s church late one evening—too late
to drive back to Moshi—and would spend the night in a
home next to the church.  Jim informed Loth that we
would have to leave early, at 5am, and not to worry
about getting us breakfast.  At 4am there was a knock on
the door—it was Loth with our breakfast!  Considering
there was no electricity or running water on the

property, having a hot meal that early must have been
quite a sacrifice for them to make.  We were so blessed
and surprised by them going above and beyond in
hospitality.

When Jim mentioned a return trip for 2 more weeks,
I made one request: could we see Pastor Loth on the
trip?  Jim’s answer was not only would we be able to see
Loth, but we would dedicate a portion of the ICM Bible
College in Meru that Loth had started building and which
my home church—Calvary Chapel St. Petersburg—had
helped fund to completion.  A little over a week after our
arrival in Tanzania, the day finally came to visit Meru and
dedicate three of the buildings at the Bible College.  It
was incredible so see the transformation this place had
gone through since our last visit a year earlier.  It had
become an actual college campus with several additional
buildings, bathrooms, kitchen and living quarters for the
teachers.  The Bible college is free for pastors who meet
the entrance qualifications, which is that they have to
complete several seminars (Levels 1-4, a total of 10 days
of their time) and demonstrate a hunger to teach the
word of God verse by verse to be allowed to attend.

The morning of the dedication, we first met at Loth’s
church for a worship service, and then the congregation
headed next door to the campus.  At the dedication, I
shared from Matthew 22:29 where Jesus confronted a
group of religious leaders and told them, “You are in
error because you do not know the Scriptures or the
power of God.”  In Tanzania there are plenty of
churches, and plenty of Pastors who do not know the
scripture and end up with false teaching, and a message
lacking the power of God.  The Bible College equips
pastors to be able to teach the Word of God—the same
Word that Hebrews 4:12 states “is alive and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
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even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”   It is
His Word that can change a heart in Tanzania, in East
Africa, and throughout the world.  Our time there also
allowed us to share in music and teaching at eight other
churches, all pastored by men who have gone through
the ICM training and are faithfully teaching the Word of
God.  Many of the pastors shared with us that since they
attended ICM and started teaching their congregations
verse by verse, God has blessed and expanded their
ministries greatly.

Hujambo, Tanzania!
When Pastor Jim invited his older sister, Brenda (62),

and younger brother, Al (59), to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro
with his pastors, we IMMEDIATELY said “YES!”  We knew
that it would be the trip of a lifetime, but little did we
know how amazed and humbled we would be with
Tanzanian people.  Yes, the climb was incredible.  You
never know what you are capable of until you actually
put yourself to the test.   Rain, snow, freezing cold, bright
sun, howling winds, stream crossings, rock climbing,
midnight trekking:  you get the idea.  Oh, and Mt.
Kilimanjaro’s elevation is 19,341 feet or 5,895 meters.
The REAL trip, however, was going out into the villages
and meeting the congregations of the pastors we had
just spent 6 days with climbing the mountain!    We met

some of the most gracious, joyful people on the planet!
A FEW of the most memorable moments include singing
“How Great Thou Art” in Swahili (I did cheat and sing the
English words, too!) with a gusto that would put any
American church to shame, being served the most
wonderful food that was prepared so lovingly by our
hosts, visiting a high school and meeting so many young
people worshipping and preparing for exams, and singing
with the little children at Pastor Edward’s church.
Singing “This Little Light of Mine” while Edward
translated to the children was indescribably joyous and
hilarious at the same time!   Since space is small, I will
close with this:  If you have the opportunity to visit Jim
and Janice in Tanzania, DO IT!!  It will change your life in
so many glorious ways!      –Brenda
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