


As we mentioned briefly in
our last newsletter, the Lord

blessed us with our first class of
the Mount Kilimanjaro Women’s

Training Center (MKWTC) in June.
This program takes female leaders
through the same program of Bible
training and practical teaching
exercises as their male counterparts.
In this first session we completed a
book-by-book survey of the New
Testament and a verse-by-verse
study through the book of Acts.   We
would like to introduce you to this
first MKWTC class as they are a
special group of talented and hard-
working women, completely
devoted to serving the Lord and His
people.  (from the left to right)
Teddy, Greven, Joyce, Regina,
Martha, Pendo, Itikisaeli, and
Amalia.

This class was 3 years in the making as it is rare for us to
have quality female leaders attend our Inductive Bible
Study seminars.  We are just as selective in choosing the
women as we are the men.  We learned a number of
things as we proceeded through the selection and calling
process.  As the culture and society relies heavily on the
work of its women, we find the situation for those
involved with the church to be no different.  Ten women
were invited and scheduled to attend, but at the last
minute two cancelled out because the need in their
family was too great for them to be absent for 10
straight days.  Even the women who attended were very
concerned about how their families were faring in their
absence.

Something which we see every day is that the women
are used to working extremely hard at whatever they
do—whether in the home, the village, or the church.  On
the other hand, one of the greatest challenges we face
with male pastors is convincing them of the importance
of hard work in the context of their pulpit ministry.
Many are conditioned to not even prepare a sermon
each Sunday,  but rather, just speak extemporaneous
words of encouragement and exhortation while making
very little use of the Biblical text.  Even those who come
to the Mt Kilimanjaro Pastoral Training Center have to be
pushed very hard to get them to focus on completing the
sermon preparation work as part of the practical
preaching exercises each day.

We were very blessed by the women’s desire to work
diligently, not only in understanding the academic
lessons, but in the preparation and delivery of the
teaching work as well.  No need to push them or
challenge them to get the work done – it is natural for
them!  Across the board of all our training center classes,
we have never seen such consistent, high quality written
work as with this class.  Not surprisingly, the diligent
preparation translated into an amazing ability to convey
their understanding of the text.  It was easy for us to



forget these women were only in their first session
because they taught inductively with great confidence
and skill as if they were in their third and final session.
We could also tell they were adapting well to the
expositional style of teaching.

Janice was one of the instructors for this class, and she
taught a number of the book surveys while also sharing
some of her distinctive ministry insights from a woman’s
perspective.  It was also helpful to hear from the women
students in regard to the unique challenges they face.
One of them is from the Maasai culture which, apart
from Christ, is a very oppressive place for women.  Her
husband is a pastor and she now serves in leadership
under his authority.  We could tell she has a solid
foundation of education from her youth.  She remarked
how the training is equipping her with a greater
understanding of the entire Bible so she can share its
truths with the church.




